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ARTICLES OF FAITH. 


CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 


IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Allen County public Library 
900 Webster Street 
PQ Box 22/0 


Fort Wayne, IN 46201-2270 


I 


Originally issued March 29, 1950 
Reissued Feb. 1, 1955 
Reissued Jan. 15, 1961 


CONFESSION OF FAITH 
IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 


Fort Wayne, Indiana 


OF THE SCRIPTURES 
We believe that the Holy Bible was 


(a) written by men supernaturally inspired; 

(b) that it is the truth without any admixture of error for its mat- 
ter; 

(c) therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the age the only 
complete and final revelation of the will of God to man; the 
true center of Christian union and the supreme standard by 
which all human conduct, creed and opinions should be tried. 


(Explanatory) 


By “THE HOLY BIBLE” we mean that collection of sixty-six books 
from Genesis to Revelation, which, as originally written, does not 
only contain and convey the word of God, but IS the very Word of 
God, 


By “INSPIRATION” we mean that the books of the Bible were writ- 
ten by holy men of old, as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, in 
such a definite way that their writings were supernaturally inspired 
and free from error, as no other writings have ever been or ever will 
be inspired. 


(a) II Tim. 3:16-17; II Pet.-1:19-21; Acts 1:16: Acts 28:25. 

(b) Psa, 119:160; Psa. 119:130; Psa. 119:105; Luke 24:25-27: 
John 17:17; Luke 24:44-45, 

(c) Psa. 119-89; Prov. 30:5-6; Rom. 3:4 ;I Pet. 1:23; Rev. 22:19; 
John 12:48; Isa. 8:7-11; John 1:45-47; John 5:39. 


OF THE. TRUE GOD 
We believe that there is 


(a) one, and only one, living and true God, an infinite, intelligent 
Spirit, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth. 

(b) inexpressibly glorious in holiness and worthy of all possible 
worship, confidence and love; 

{(c) that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, equal in every divine 
perfection, and executing distinct but harmonious offices in the 
great work of redemption. 


(a) Ex, 20:23; Gen. 17:1; I Cor, 8:6; Eph. 4:6; John 4:24; 
Psa. 147:5;, Psa. 83:18; Psa. 90:2; Jer 10:10. 
(b) Ex. 15:11; Rev. 4:11; ITim.1:17; Rom. 11:33; Mark 12:30 


(c) Matt, 28:19; John 15:26; I Cor. 12:46; I John x 
John 10:30; John 17:5; Acts 5:3-4; I Cor. 2:10-11; 
Phil. 2:5-6; Eph. 2:18; I Cor. 13:14. 


a 


TTI OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH 
We believe 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 


(a) 
(b) 


(Cc) 


that Jesus Christ was begotten of the Holy Ghost in a miracu- 
lous manner; 


born of Mary, a virgin, as no other man was ever born or can 
ever be born of woman; 


that He is both the Son of God, and God the Son, and as such 
is truly God and truly man. 


Genesis 3:15 


Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:35; Mark 1:1; John 1:14; 
Psa. 2:7; Gal. 4:4. 


I John 5:20; ICor. 15:47. 


IV OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


That the Holy Spirit is a divine person: 


\ 


equal with God the Father; 

God the Son; 

of the same nature; 

that He was active in the creation; 


that in His relation to the unbelieving world He restrains the 
Evil One until God’s purpose is fulfilled; 


that He convicts of sin, of judgment and of righteousness; 


that He bears witness to the Truth of the Gospel in preaching 
and testimony; 


that He is the Agent in the New Birth; 


that He seals, baptizes, endues, guides, teaches, witnesses, 
sanctifies and helps the believer. 


John 14:16-17. 

Matt. 28:19 

Heb. 9:14; John 14:26; Luke 1:35 

Genesis 1:1-3 

II Thess. 2:7 

John 16:8-11 

John 15:26-27; Acts 5:30-32 

John 3:5-6 

Eph. 1:13-14; Matt, 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John Bas 
Acts 11:16; Luke 24:49; John 16:13; John 14:26; 


Rom. 8:14; Rom. 8:16; I Thess. Avie, (2: Petb3 
Rom. 8:26-27 


V OF THE DEVIL, OR SATAN 
We believe that Satan was once: 


(a) 


(b) 
(c) 


(da) 
(e) 
(f) 


Holy, and enjoyed heavenly honors; but through pride and 
ambition to be as the Almighty, fell; 


drew after him a host of angels; 


that he is now the malignant prince of the power of the air, and 
the unholy god of this world. 


we hold him to be man’s great tempter: 
the enemy of God and His Christ; 
the accuser of the saints; 


LF yal 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 

(2) 
(h) 
(i) 

(j) 

(k) 


the author of ali false religions, the chief power back of the 
present apostasy; 

the lord of the anii-christ;: 

the author of all the powers of darkness——destined however 
to final defeat at the hands of God’s Son, and 


to the judgment of an eternal justice in hell, a place prepared 
for him and his angels. 


Isa. 14:12-18; Ezek. 28:15-17 

Rey: 12:9; Jude’ 6; IL Pet.2:2: John 14:30; 
i -Tness,-3:5;. Matt..4:1:3. 

I, Pet. 5:8. 

Zech. 1:3; I John 3:8; Matt. 13:25; 37-39; Luke 22:3-+. 
Rev. 12:10. 

1 Oore 11213-15277 Mark 13: 21-22! 

I John 4:3; John 7; I John 2:22. 

Rev. 13:13-14; II Thess, 2:8-11. 

Rey. 19:11,16,20; --Rev. 12°70; Rev. 20:1°3. 
Rev. 29:10; Matt. 25:41. 


VI OF THE CREATION 


We believe in the Genesis account of creation, and 


(a) 
(b) 


(Cc) 


(d) 


(a) 


(b) 
(c) 
(d) 


that it is to be accepted literaily, and not allegorically or figur- 

atively; 

that man was created directly in God’s own image and after 

His own likeness; 

that man’s creation was not a matter of evolution or evolution- 

ary change of species, or development through interminable 

periods of time from lower to higher forms; 

that all animal and vegetable life was made directly, and 

are gcksfke rte at law was they should bring forth only ‘‘after 
eir kin 


GCenmisd a AZ 201i sACIS 64: 245 Col hiss Heb: 1173: 
John 1:3; Rev. 10:6; Rom. 1:20; Acts 17:23-26; Jer. 10: 12: 
Neh, 9:6. 

ert. 26°21;  2-Cor.sliit: 

Gen. 2:7; Gen, 2:21-23. 

Gen. 1:11; Gen. 1:24. 


Vii OF THE FALL OF MAN 


We believe: 

(a) ‘eee man was created in innocence under the law of his Maker, 

(b) by voluntary transgression fell from his sinless and happy state 

(c) in consequence of which, all mankind are now sinners, not by 
constraint, but of choice: 

(d) being by nature utterly void of that state required by the law 
of God, positively inclined to evil; and 

(e) therefore under just condemnation without defense or excuse. 

(a) eiren: 3" 1-6; Gen..3:24., 

(b) Rom, 5:12; Rom.5:19. 

(c) Rom. 3:10-19; Eph. 2:1, 3; Rom. 1:13; Ezek. 18:19-20. 

(d) 


Rom, 1:32; Rom. 1:20; Rom. 1:28; Gal. 3:22. 
; fig ae 


VITI OF THE ATONEMENT FOR SIN 


We believe 


(a) 
(bd) 


(c) 


that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace. 

through the mediatorial offices of the Son God, who, by az:- 
pointment of the Father, freely took upon Him our nature yet 
without sin, honored the divine law by His personal obedience, 
and by His death made a fuil and vicarious atonement for our 
sins; 

that His atonement consisted not in setting us an example by 
His death as a martyr, but was the voluntary substitution of 
Himself! in the sinner’s place, the Just dying for the unjust, 
Christ, the Lord, bearing our sins in His own body on the tree: 
that, having risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in 
heavei, and uniting in His wonderful person the tenderest 
‘ympathies with d.vine perfection, He is every way qualified 
to be @ suitable, a compassionate and an al}l-sufficient Saviour 
Eph: 2:8: Bets 190173 ~ Room. (2:24. 

John 3:26; -Matt. 18:11: Phile 2:7:\. Heb. 2: 4) ‘ise2e324-7; 
Rom. 3:25;  f Joh 4:10" I Cor. 15:3: IF Cor. 5:21, 

John 30:18: PAW. 2:8: Gal. 1:4; 1 Pet:.2:;34: Deters: ia: 
isa. 53:12 Heb. 12:2. 

I Cor. 15:20; Isa. 53:12; Heb. 9:12-15; Heb. 7:25; I John 2:2 


IX OF GRACE IN THE NEW CREATION 
We believe: 


(a) 
(b) 
(Cc) 
(d) 


(f) 


(2) 
(b) 
ce} 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 


that in order to be saved, sinners must be born again; 

that the new birth is a new creation in Christ Jesus; 

that it is instantaneous, and not a process; 

that in the new birth the one dead in his trespasses and in 
Sins is made a partaker of the divine nature and receives eter- 


—™ 


nal life, the free gift of God; 

that the new creation is brought about in a manner above our 
comprehension, not by culture. not by character nor by the 
will of man, but wholiv and solely by the power of the Holy 
Spirit in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our vol- 
untary obedience to the gospel; 

that it’s proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repent- 
ance and faith and newness of life. 

JON, 33. 

IE Cor: 5:87: 

Luke 5:27; IJohn 5:1; John 3:6-7; Acts 2:41; Acts 16:30-33 
TE Pei lh: »Rems(6:23) (Eph. 201? >il-Oor 5:19< Col sis: 
John 3:8; John 1:12-13. 

Gah! 6:22* >Eph; 579: 


X OF JUSTIFICATION 


We believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ secures to such 
as believe in Him, is justification: 


(a) 


(b) 


that Justification includes the pardon of sin, and the gift of 
eternal iife on principles of righteousness; 

that it is bestowed not in consideration of any works of right- 
eousness which we have done; but solely through faith in the 
Redeemer’s blood, His righteousness is imputed unto us. 


sos ares 


ta) ACh Istod;- Isa. 53711: -Zech.. 13: leeinomesssaber Rom, 5*9: 
Roni 522. 

(b). Titus 3:5-7;- Rom, 1:17;5 Heb, 2:44" Gal 3:11; “Rom. 4:1:8; 
Heb. 10:38. 


XI OF SANCTIFICATION 
We believe that Bible Sanctification has three aspects: 


First, the believer is set apart positionally before God the moment 
he believes; 


Secondly, he is set apart progressively in his walk day by day as he 
grows in Grace; 


Thirdly, he is set apart from the very presence of sin when his 
sanctification is completed at the coming of Christ for the Church. 


(a) I Cor. 1:2-3; Heb. 10:10-14;° John 17:17-19: II Thess. 2:13; 
Petes acent Cor. 6: 11. 


AIL OF THE FREENESS OF SALVATION 
We believe: 


(a) in God’s electing grace; 

(b) that the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the 
Gospel; 

(c) that it is the immediate duty of all to accept these blessings 
by a cordial, penitent and obedient faith; 


(d) that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on 
earth but his own inherent depravity and voluntary rejection 
of the Gospel: 


(e) which rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation. 


in) aL inesss, 1°45 sCol..3:12% 0) Pet. 129%) Rom.) 8129-20. 
(b) Matt. 11:28;. Isa. 55:1; Rev. 22:17; Rom, 10:13: John 6:37. 


(c) Isa. 55:7; John 3:15-16; I Tim, 1:15; I Cor. 15:10; 
Eph. 2:45; John 5:40. 


id) FEsaba263  Acts: 2:38: 
(e) John 3:18; John 3:36. 


XIII OF REPENTANCE AND FAITH 
We believe that Repentance and faith are: 


(a) solemn obligations, and 
(b) also inseparable graces, 
(c) wrought in our souls by the quickening Spirit of God; 


(d) thereby, being deepiy convicted of guilt, danger and helpless- 
hess, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God 
with unfeigned contrition, and confession; 


(e) at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ and 
openly confessing Him as our only and all-sufficient Saviour. 

(a) Acts 20:20. 

(b) Mark 1:15. 

(c) Acts 2:27-38 

(d) Luke 18:13; Rom. 10:13; Psa.5i:1-4: Psa, 51:7; Isa. 55:6-7 

(e) Luke 12:8; Rom. 10:9-11. 


ae 


XIV OF THE CHURCH 
We believe that a local church of Christ is a congregation of baptized 


believers; 

(a) associated by a covenant of faith and fellowship of the Gospel; 

(b) observing the ordinances of Christ; 

(c) governed by His laws and 

(d) .exercising the gifts, rights and privileges invested in them by 
His work; 

(e) that its scr eels offices are those of pastors, and deacons, 
whose qualifications, claims and duties are cleariy defined in 
the Scriptures; 

(f{) we believe the true mission of the church is found in the Great 
Commission; 

1. To make individual disciples; 

2 to build up the church by baptism; 

3. to teach and instruct, as He has commanded. 

(We do not believe in the reversal of this order) 
=<: we hold that the local church has the absolute right of self 

sovernment, free from the interference of any hierarchy of 
iadividuals or organizations; and that the one and only super- 
intendent is Christ, through the Holy Spirit. 

(h) tnat it is scriptural for true churches to co-operate with each 
other in contending for the faith and for the furtherance of 
the gospel; that every church is the sole and only judge of the 
measure and method of its co- operation; 

(i) on all matters of membership, of policy of government, of dis- 
cipline, of benevolence, the will of the local church is final. 

(a) Acts 2:41: Acts 2:42. 

(B).-1 Car, 11:2. 

(c) Eph. 1:22-23. 

(d) ‘Miph: 4:11). I Cor. 12:4, 8:11. 

(ey, Acts(14:33*". Acts 675-6; "Acts 15°23 “Acts 20°17-28: 

A ipatrioes 2°73 2 Tinks: 8-13; 

(f) Matt. 28:19-20. 

{ey Col 1:18; Eph,.5:23°24; . il. Pet. 5-1-4. 

Ch) Agts 15:22 Jude-23; Il Cor; 6:23-24= 1 Cor, 16:1" 


(i) 


Mail: 2:10; Levi2i:32: E Corms2ii-3i2: 


XV OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER 
We believe that Christian baptism is 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 


(f) 
(g) 


the immersion in water of a believer; 
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; 
to show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem our faith in 


the crucified, buried and risen Saviour, with its effect in our 
death to sin and resurrection to a new life; 


that it is pre-requisite to the privileges of a church relation and 
to the Lord’s Supper; 


in which the members of the church by the sacred use of bread 
and wine are to commemorate together the death of Christ 
until He comes; 


preceded always by solemn self-examination. 


We also extend the courtesy of the Lord’s table to all arue be- 
lievers. 


sar @ x22 


(a) 
iD) 
(c) 
(da) 
fe) 


Bows G.cc-og, Mati.3:6; John.3:23: Kom. 6:4 §%-Matti; 3:16 


Ront (G55 wh rOol 2212. 
Acts 2:4:°42: Matt. 28:19-20. 
Gor: 1123-28. 


AVi OF THE SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER 


We believe that every person, immediately upon acceptance of Christ 
as his personal Saviour, receives the gift of Eternal Life, and is made 
at once a son of God. As such, a special Providence watches over his 
welfare so that he is kept in a state of Grace until it is succeeded by 
a state of Glory. 


(a) 


Jonn? 10526-2977. John 1712°" PE Jonn' 5210-13) £1, Pet. 1:5: 
PH 1205 Om 6528-29) se phisi31s: 


XVIT OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED 


We believe that: 


dies 
fq) 


a) 
(d) 


there is radical and essential difference between the righteous 
nd the wicked: 

that such only as through faith are justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and sanctified or set apart by the Spirit of our 

God, are truly righteous in His esteem; 

while all such as continue in impenitence and unbelief are in 

His sight wicked, and under the curse; 


and this distinction holds among men both before and after 
death, in the everlasting felicity of the saved and the everlast- 
ing conscious suffering of the lost. 


Palmsistom Gels 167237 Mom. .6-17 16. erov. 11731° 
I Pet. 4: 18. 

Rom. 1:17;1 Cor. 15:22; Actsl0:34-35; I John 2:29; 
IJonn3:17* Rom..6716- 

Tsun. 19. Cra). Sal0; MOM) 1-0. ELON, O-2a. 

Prov. 14:32; Luke 16:25; Matt. 25:34, 41; John 8:21; 
Luke 9:26; John 12:25; Matt. 7:13-14. 


XVII OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT 


We believe that civil government is: 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 


of divine appointment, for the interests and good order of hu- 
man society; 


that magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored 
and obeyed; 


erie only in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus 
ris 


who is the only Lord of the conscience, and the coming Prince 
of Kings of the earth, In this connection we stand firmly for 
the separation of church and state. 


ROM tio 1 ie lh pail cord.) tuk. 16. 2l-ee. 

Acts 23:5; Matt, 22:21; Titus 3:1; I Pet. 2:13-14; I Pet. 2:17. 
Acts 5:29; Acts 4:19-20; Dan. 3:17-18. 

Matt. 10:28; Matt. 23:10; Rev. 10:16; Phil. 2:10-11; Psa. 72:11 


ye 


XTX OF THE RESURRECTION, RETURN OF CHRIST AND RELATED 
EVENTS 


We believe in and accept the sacred Scriptures upon these subjects 
at their face and full value. 
A. THE BODILY RESURRECTION 
(a) Matt. 28:6-7; Luke 24:39; John 20;27; I Cor. 15:4; 
Mark 16:6; Luke 24:2, 4-6. 
B. THE ASCENSION 
(b) Acts 1:9; Acts 1:11; Luke 24:51; Mark 16:19; Rev. 3:21; 
Heb. 8:1; Heb. 12:2. 
C. THE HIGH PRIESTHOOD 
(c) Heb. 8:6; I Tim. 2:5; I John 2:1; Heb. 2:17; Heb. 5:9-40. 


D. THE SECOND COMING (PREMILLENIAL) 
(ad) John 14:2; Acts 1:11; I Thess. 4:16; Matt. 24:27; 
Matt. 25:13; James 5:8; Matt. 24:42; Heb. 9:28. 
E. THE RESURRECTION OF THE RIGHTEOUS DEAD 
(e) I Thess. 4:16; ICor. 15:42-44; ICor. 15:52. 


F. THE CHANGE OF THE LIVING CHRIST 
(f) ICor. 15:51-53; I Thess. 4:17; Phil. 3:20-21. 


G. ON THE THRONE OF DAVID 
(g) Luke 1:32; Isa. 9:6-7; Acts 2:29-30. 


H. HIS REIGN ON EARTH 
(h) ICor. 15:25; Isa. 32:1; Isa. 11:45; Psa, 72:8; Rev. 20:1-4; 
Rev. 20:6. 


I. THE WHITE THRONE JUDGEMENT OF UNSAVED, AND THE 
NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH 


(i) Rev. 20:11-15; Rev. 21:1, 2. 


CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 
IMMANYEL BAPTIST CHURCH, INC., 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 


ARTICLE I NAME 


The name of this church shall be the Immanuel Baptist Ghurch Inc., of 
Fort Wayne, Alien County, Indiana. 


ARTICLE If PURPOSE 


The purpose of this organization shall be the preaching and teaching of 
the Word of God; the administration of the ordinances of the New Testament; 
baptism and the Lord's Supper; the spiritual improvement of its members; 
ministering to its own community; and the spread of the gospel in all the 
earth. 


ARTICLE Ili MEMBERSHIP 
Section | —- ADMISSION OF MEMBERS 


Ciause (A) Any person who professes faith in Christ, gives evidence of 
change of heart, and adopts the views of faith and practice held by this 
church, may, upon recommendation of the Deacons, be received by a ma- 
jority vote of the church for baptism into the membership of the church. 
Persons who have been immersed and who adopt our views of faith and prac- 
tice, may, upon recommendation of the deacons, be received by letter or ex- 
perignce upon majority vote of the church. 


Clause (B) In any case, it shall be required of those seeking membership, 
that they shall give a personal testimony before the church as to their Chris- 
tian experience of salvation. 


Clause (C) -Excluded members may be restored to membership upon rec- 
ommendation of the Board of Deacons to the church, after such members have 
given to them a satisfactory explanation or acceptable evidence of honest re- 
pentance and confession. 


Clause (D) A letter of dismissal shall be forwarded for members desiring 
to unite with another church. 


Clausé (E) Watchcare membership. Recognizing that college students 
away from home may desire fellowship with the dhurch, and serve as teachers, 
ushers, or in some other leadership capacity, application can be made for 
watchcare privileges and responsibilities. Qualifications for joining must be 
that they are students away from home. They will follow the same procedure 
for regular membership except for the transfer of letters. They will not be 
eligible to be elected to the office of Deacon, nor have voting privilege. 


Section 11 —- SUSPENSION OF MEMBERS 


Clause (A) Members who for six months have violated the Church Cov- 
enant either by remaining away from the stated services of the church, or by 
failing to support the church financially shall automatically pe placed upon 


wee 


the list of ‘‘incctive Members.’’ The Board of Deacc: have sole charge 
of this matter. in determining Covenant violations, ino: ae governed’ by 
the age, health, earning capacity, piace of residence, e: of the member 
under consideration. Such list shal! be reac at the Annual Mecting anc Kep* 
on file accessible to church members upon request 


Ciause (B) All members placed on the “Inactive List’’ «= ° ‘irst be 
notified by the Board of Deacons at place of last known addres: ‘n= Board 
shal! exhaust every effort to make certain that such notice octuc '» reaches 
the member under considdration. A copy of this section of ‘ne Cun titution 
shail be inciuded in notices to all inactive members. 


Ciause (C) An inactive member may be piaced on the active «* of me: 
bers of the church upon appeal to the Board of Deacons and uses “e+ recor - 
mendation, by a majority vote of the church, may be reinstafed ints the 
church. 

Section Ill — DISCIPLINE OF MEMBERS 
Clause (A) The Board of Deacons, with the fastor, constitute tne 


discipline committee of the church. 


ficusc (B) In case of personal differences between members of the 
church, the Board of Deacons shall recommend that the parties endeavor te 
settle their differences in the manner iaid down by our Saviour in Matthew 
VSahorto. Bs: 


Clause (C) Where charges are made against a member, the accused shall 
be notified personally, or by letter, of the nature of the charges and shall 
be summoned to appear before the Board of Deacons to make answer to the 
charges. At least two weeks notice of such meeting shall be given to the 
party involved. If the accused does not appear in response to the summons, 
unless a satisfactory reason is given for such non-appearance to the Board of 
Deacons, they shall recommend to the church the exclusion of such a mem- 
ber. If the accused appears before the Board of Deacons,, there shall be a 
full and fair hearing of the case and the Board of Deacons are empowered to 
acquit the accused if a@ majority of those present vote that the accused is 
innocent of the charges. If, on the other ‘hand, a majority of the Deacons 
present vote that the accused is guilty of the charges preferred, they shall 
recommend to the church that the accused be excluded from the membership 
of the church. The church must either approve of the recommendation, or 
hear the case for itself. 


Clause (D) Any against whom charges have been made and in whose 
case the Deacons have recommended exclusion, may appeal to the church for 
a hearing of the case before the church. The church shall then decide 
whether to hear the case, or whether it will act upon the recommendation of 
the Board of Deacons. 


Clause (E) The Deacons cre directed to move promptly in the safeguarding 
of the purity and peace of the church when anyone is obstructing the work in 
any way. 


meh () 


ARTICLE 1V —- MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS 
Section | —- MEETINGS 


Clausé (A) The fiscal year of this church shall close on the last day of 
Decernber. 

Clause (B)’ ,; The annual meeting shall be held on the third Wednesday 
in January. 


Clause (C) The election of Deacons shall be held at the Annual Meeting. 
New Deacons assume office the Sunday after election. 


Clause (D) Church business may be conducted at any time when the 
churdh meets. Major business shal! have previous announcement the Sunday 
before date of meeting. 


Clause (E) Elections shall be by ballot. 


Ciouse F) Vacancies occurring on the Boor’ of Deacons shall be filled 
by special election. The elected Deacon shall serve the unexpired term of the 
vacant office and shall be selected in the manner prescribed in Article VII. 
Two weeks notice, of such election. shall be given from the pulpit and in the 
church bulletin. 


ARTICLE V — QUORUM 


Clause (A) It shall require 30 of the active, resident membership at 
least 16 years of age for all business meetings. 


ARTICLE VI —— OFFICERS AND BOARD 
Section | — OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH 


Clause (A) The officers of the dhurch are the Deacons. They shall also 
be the Trustees. 


Clause (B) The Deacons shall subscribe to the Articles of Faith of the 
church. Should he come into disagreement with the Articles of Faith or at 
the request of the congregation, he shall vacate this office as Deacon. 


Section 11 — PASTOR 


Clause (A) The Pastor shall be elected at a special or regular meet- 
ing of the church, public notice of such action having been given from the 
pulpit two Sundays immediately preceding the date of the meeting, and 75% 
of the ballots cast shall be necessary for his election. 


Clause (B) The Pastor shall continue in office until he resigns, or until 
his resignation is raquested at a special meeting called for the purpose, in 
the following manner: the question of severing the Pastoral relation may be 
considered at any regular or special business meeting by the presentation 
to the Board of Deacons of « written request for such action, signed by ten 


adult members in good standing, representing not less than ten families, 
providing public notice of such meeting for such action shall have been 
given on two suuccessive Sundays before such meeting, and a simple ma- 
jority of the ballots cast shall decide the question. 


Clause (C) The deacons shall constitute the pulpit committee. 


Section II] —- DEACONS 

Clause (A) The church shall elect from its membership at its Annual! 
Meeting not less than three men, to serve as Deacon. Their terms shall be 
three years and to end alternately. Two consecutive terms only may be 
served by a Deacon. Minimum number of Deacons shall be nine. 


Clause (B) The qualifications for Deacons shall be such as are described 
and set forth in the New Testament. (Acts 6:3. | Timothy 3:8-13.) 


Ciause (C) It shall be the duty of the Deacons to (1) prepare the ele- 
ments and table for the Lord’s Supper and assist in serving the same; (2) 
assist the Pastor in administering baptisrn and in the spiritual supervision of 
the churdh; (3) with the Pastor to carefully examine all candidates for church 
membership, recommending such as they consider eligible for the church for 
memership; (4) have dharge with the Pastor of all mattars of discipline of 
members; (5) they shall serve as Vicd Modrator of the church in the 
Pastor’s absence. 


Clause (D) A quorum shall consist of one member more than half of 
the members of the Board. It shall make a report of its work at each 
annual meeting. 


Clause (E) TRUSTEES. Deacons shall serve as the elected Trustees of 
the church. It shall be the duty of Trustees to handle legal matters All 
actions of the Trustees are subject to the approval of the church. This clause 
is not designed to interfere with the normal functions of the Trustee: Board 
but is designed to safeguard the intercets of the church in matters of major 
importance. They shall have liberty to spend up to $100 without church 
action. 


Clause (F) The Deacons shall elect, among themselves, men to do the 
following in the church: 


(1) Worship. — One Deacon shall be responsible for sceing the hand- 
ling of public services is efficiently done. He will be responsible for the 
oversight of childrens’ Church and will represent the Music Committee at 
Deacons’ Meetings. 


(2) Service — One Deacon shali have the oversight of the work of the 
Deaconesses, Ushers, Nursery and Fellowship Committee. 


(3) Clerk. — One Deacon will keep all records pertaining to membership 
and business. 


— }2 — 


(4) Treasurer. —-- One Deacon shalt serve as Treasurer. The Deacon 
may “ave guthurization te appoint an assistant Treasurer and Financial Sec- 
retary 1° desiranie Tre Treasurer will be responsible for budgets also. 


Teaching. -- One Deacon shail have oversight in the Sunday 
sonue, V.B.S. Teacher Training and the Library. 


{6} Training. -— One Deacon shal! have oversight in the Leadersnip 
Training, Training Union and Camp Work. 


‘7) Evangelism. —- One Deacon shall have oversight of Mission So- 


cteties. Visitation, Hospital and Shut-in Calling. 

8} Business. — One Deacon: shall serve as Secretary in Legal Matters, 
dea: with property maintenance and policy. 

(9) Chairmen. —- One Deacon shal! serve as chairman in charge of 
Iisa 


ARTICLE Vii —- COMMITTEES 
Section | -~ NOMINATIONS FOR DEACON 
Ciause (A) The congregation shail serve as nominating committee. 


Ciause (B) Six weeks prior to its annual meeting, the active member- 
ship of the dhurch shall receive a list of its male members, age 21, and older 
who have been members one year. From this, every member in good stand- 
ing, 16 years or older may nominate three men for the office of Deacon. 
These names must be returned to the church by the third Sunday in De- 
cember. 


Clause (C) The six men receiving the highest number of nominations, 
who agree to serve and will subscribe to the Articles of Faith, shall then 


form the slate for election to the office of Deacon. A minimum of three 
men ghall be elected. No more may be elected than would make a comple- 


ment of nine Deacons unless by special church action to increase its number. 


Clause (D) The church charges the Pastor and Deacons to remove any 
nominee from the list if they deem it necessary to the welfare of the Lord’s 
work in the church. 


Clause (E) No paid employee of the church may be a Deacon. 


Clause (F) To fill a vacancy, the dhurch will vote on nominees made by 
the Deacons. 


Section !1 — DEACONESS 


Clause (A) Six ladies shall be appointed yearly by the Deacons. These 
ladies will help in the preparation of the Lord’s Supper and administration of 
the ordinance of baptism. They shail do hospital and shut-in calling. 


Section 11] —_—_ MUSIC 


The Deacons will appoint this committee. 


coeieaas [EF wes 


Section IV 
ARTICLE Vill — SUBSIDIARY ORGANIZATIONS 


Clause (A) No subsidiary organizations of this church shall engage 
in any practice or policy contrary to the general position of the church itself. 

Clause (B) All regular officers of subsidiary organizations shall be mem- 
bers of this church. The use of teachers and leaders who are not members 
of this church is not allowed. 


ARTICLE IX — DECLARATION OF FAITH 


Clause (A) The Articles of Faith attached to this Constitution shall be 
known as the !mmanuel Baptist Declaration of Faith, and shal! be the Con- 


fession of Faith of this church. 
Clause (B) This church may, when desirable, approve other Confessions of 


Faith, provided they be in harmony with the Confession of Clause (A) of this 
section. 


~lause (C) The church covenant shall be a part of the Constitution, 
ARTICLE X — AMENDMENTS 


Clause (A) This Constitution may be amended at a regular business meet- 
ing by a two-thirds vote of the members present, provided notice of proposed 
amendment shall have been given in writing at a previous regular business 
meeting or in the church bulletin. 


ARTICLE XI —- CHURCH OPERATION 


Clause (A) Final authority in all matters pertaining to church operation 
and policy shall be vested and remain in the active church membership, with 
each member personally responsible to uphold the word of God and the testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 


Section 1V — OFFICERS AND TEACHERS 


All officers and teachers in the Sunday School, Training Unions, Vaca- 
tion Bible School, and Children’s Church shall be by appointment. 


lla By ated 


THE CHURCH COVENANT 


Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and on the profession of faith, having 
been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, we do now in the presence of God, angels and this assembly, most 
solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body 
in Christ. 


We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together 
in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this Church, in knowl- 
edge, holiness, and comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; 
to sustain is worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrines; to contribute 
cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of 
the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel through 
all nations. 


We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions; to religiously 
educate our children; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaint- 
ances; to walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings, 
faithful in our engagements, and exernplary in our deportment;: to avoid 
all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger: to abstain from the sale and 
use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and to be zealous in our efforts 


to advance the kingdom of our Saviour. 


We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to 
remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and dis- 
tress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and couresty in speech; 
to be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation and mind- 
ful of the rules of our Saviour to secure it without delay. 


We, moreover, engage that when we remove from this place, we will, 
aS SOOD as possible, unite with some other church, where we can carry out 
the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word. 
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THE CHURCH COVENANT 


Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to 
receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and on the pro- 
fession of faith, having been baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we do now in 
the presence of God, angels and this assembly, most solemn- 
ly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one 
body in Christ. 


We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to 
walk together in Christian love; to strive for the advancement 
of this Church, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to pro- 
mote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, 
Ordinances, discipline and doctrines; to contribute cheer- 
fully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses 
of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the 
Gospel through all nations. 


We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions, 
to religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation of 
our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the 
world; to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements 
and exemplary in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, back- 
biting, and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale and 
use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and to be zealous 
in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Saviour. 


We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly 
love; to remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in 
sickness anddistress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in 
feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, 
but always ready for reconciliation and mindful of the rules 
of our Saviour to secure it without delay. 


We, moreover, engage that when we remove from this 
place, we will, as soon as possible, unite with some other 
church, where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant 
and the principles of God's Word. 


Revised October, 1979 
CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE I - NAME 


The name of this church shall be the Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Inc., of Fort Wayne, Allen County, Indiana. 


ARTICLE II - PURPOSE 


The purpose of this organization shall be the preaching 
and teaching of the Word of God, the administration of the 
ordinances of the New Testament; baptism and the Lord's 
Supper; the spiritual improvement of its members; conducting 
and operating a Christian Elementary School and any other 
ancillary schools; ministering to its own community; and 
the spread of the gospel in all the earth. 


ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 


Section I - Admission of Members 


Clause (A) Any person who professes faith in Jesus 
Christ, and gives evidence of a change of heart and shows 
evidence of having adoped the view of faith and practice 
held by this church, and having been baptized after exper- 
iencing salvation, in the mode as is prescribed by the church 
(single immersion), and shall have completed the membership 
class as conducted by the Immanuel Baptist Church, may, 
upon recommendation of the Deacons, be received by a major- 
ity vote of the church. 


Clause (B) It shall be required of those seeking member- 
ship that they shall give a personal testimony before the 
church as to their Christian experience of salvation. 


Clause (C) Watchcare Membership: Recognizing that 
college students away from home may desire fellowship with 
the church, and serve as teachers, ushers, or in some other 
leadership capacity, application can be made for watchcare 
privileges and responsibilities. Qualifications for joining 


must be that the candidate is a student away from home. The 
student will follow the same procedure as those who seek 
regular membership, but will not be eligible to be elected to 
the office of Deacon, nor shall the student have voting privi- 
leges. 


Section II - Dismissal and Transfer 


Clause (A) A letter of transfer shall be granted upon re- 
quest for members in good standing desiring to unite with 
another church of like faith and practice. 


Clause (B) A letter of dismissal shall be granted upon 
request to those who desire to unite with another church that 
does not comply with the views and practices as held by 
Immanuel Baptist Church. 


Section III - Suspension and Discipline of Members 


Clause (A) The Board of Deacons with the Pastor shall 
constitute the discipline committee of the church. 


Clause (B) Members who have consistently violated the 
Church Covenant for a period of six months shall be disci- 
plined by being placed on the list of "inactive members". 


Clause (C) The Board of Deacons and the Pastor shall 
have sole charge in determining Covenant violations and 
discipline. 


Clause (D) Those placed on the "inactive membership" 
list will automatically lose all privileges of service, and 
voting privileges will also be denied them. The list of 
"inactive members" shall be read at the Annual meeting 
and kept on file accessible to church members upon re- 
quest. 


Clause (E) All members placed on the "inactive member- 
ship” list shall first be notified by the Board of Deacons at 
the place of last known residence. The Board of Deacons 
Shall exhaust every means to make certain that such 
notice actually reaches the member under consideration of 
discipline. A copy of this section of the Constitution and 
of the Covenant shall be included in notices to all in- 
active members. 


Clause (F) Inactive members may be restored to member- 
ship upon recommendation of the Board of Deacons to the 
church, after such members have given to the Board of 
Deacons a satisfactory explanation or acceptable evidence 
of honest repentance and confession. After such recommenda- 
tion of the Deacon Board to the church, the inactive member 
may be reinstated by a majority vote of the church. If, after 
a period of one year, the inactive member has not shown 
acceptable evidence of honest repentance, that member's 
name will be dropped from the membership roll. 


Clause (G) The Deacons are directed to move promptly 
in the safeguarding of the purity and peace of the church 
when anyone is obstructing the work in any way. 


ARTICLE [IV - MEETING AND ELECTIONS 
Section I - Meetings 


Clause (A) The fiscal year of this church shall close on 
the last day of December. 


Clause (B) The Annual meeting shall be held on the third 
Wednesday in January. 


Clause (C) The election of Deacons shall be held at the 
Annual Meeting. New Deacons will assume their office at 
the following Deacons' meeting. 


Clause (D) Church business may be conducted at any 
time when the church meets. All business shall have pre- 
viously been announced the Sunday before the business 
meeting. 


Clause (E) Only members in good standing may partici- 
pate in any business meeting. 


Clause (F) Elections shall be by ballot. 


Clause (G) Vacancies occurring on the Board of Deacons 
shall be filled by special election. The elected Deacon: shall 
serve the unexpired term of the vacated office and shall be 
selected in the manner prescribed in Article VI, Section III, 
Clause (A). Two weeks notice of such election shall be 
given from the pulpit and in the church bulletin. 


Ciause (H) The pastor shall serve as the moderator of 
church annual meetings and church business meetings 
(except as stated in Article VI, Section II, Clause (B). 


Clause (I) Absentee ballots may be used at any busi- 
ness meeting provided: (1) the ballot is picked up at the 
church during the week of the business meeting; (2) the 
absentee is providentially hindered either by illness or 
work; (3) the church membership will vote upon the vali- 
dity of the absentee ballots at the Annual Meeting. 


Clause (J) The business of Immanuel Baptist Church 
shall be conducted in accordance with parliamentary pro- 
cedures as contained in Robert's Rules of Order. In all 
motions other than in the calling or dismissal of a Pastor, 
a 66 2/3% majority shall be required to pass. 


ARTICLE V - QUORUM 


Clause (A) It shall require fifty (50) of the active 
membership who are at least 16 years of age for all busi- 
ness meetings. 


ARTICLE VI - OFFICERS AND BOARD 


Section I - Officers of the Church 


Clause (A) The officers of the church are the Deacons. 
ALL Deacons shall be considered as Trustees. 


Clause (B) The Deacons shall subscribe to the Articles 
of Faith of the church. Should he come into disagreement 
with the Articles of Faith or at the request of the congregation 
he shall vacate his office as Deacon. 


Section II - Pastor 


Clause (A) The Pastor shall be called at a special or 
regular meeting of the church. Public notice of such action 
shall have been given from the pulpit two Sundays immedi- 
ately preceding the date of the meeting, and seventy-five 
(75) percent of the ballots cast shall be necessary for his 
call. 


Clause (B) The Pastor shall continue in office until he 
resigns or until his resignation is requested at a special 
meeting called for this purpose. The question of severing 
the pastoral-congregation relationship may be considered 
at any regular or special business meeting by the presenta- 
tion to the Board of Deacons of a written request for such 
action. Ten adult members in good standing and represent- 
ing not less than ten families will be the minimum number 
acceptable for such a request. Such a special meeting shall 
have had public notice given on the two preceding Sundays 
before such a meeting, and a majority of seventy-five (75) 
percent of the ballots cast shall decide the question. The 
Deacons shall assume the responsibility for moderating 
this meeting. 


Clause (C) The Pastor shall be responsible for the super- 
vision of the paid staff. 


Section III - Deacons 


Clause (A) The church shall elect from its membership at 
its Annual Meeting not less than three men to serve as Deacon. 
Their terms shall be three years and shall end alternately 
(each year three different Deacons shall be voted for). Two 
consecutive terms ONLY may be served by a Deacon. The 
minimum number of Deacons shall be nine, or could be less 
(at the option of the Board of Deacons) if a Deacon office is 
vacated two months or less before January 1. The office shall 
then be filled at the Annual Meeting. If, however, the office 
of Deacon is vacated more than two months before January l, 
the Board of Deacons shall submit a list of nominees from which 
the church may elect a man to fill the vacancy. This action 
must take place within a two month's period following the 
vacancy. 


Clause (B) The qualifications for Deacons shall be such 
as are described and set forth in the New Testament (Acts 6:38 
1 Timothy 3:8-13). 


Clause (C) It shall be the duty of the Deacons to: (1) 
serve the Lord's Supper; (2) assist the Pastor in administering 
baptism and in the spiritual supervision of the church; 

(3) ALL available Deacons will, with the Pastor, examine all 
candidates for church membership and will recommend such 
as they consider eligible for church membership; (4) have 
charge, with the Pastor, of all matters of discipline with the 
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membership; (5) A Deacon shall serve as Vice Moderator of 
the church in the Pastor's absense; (6) The Deacons shall 
constitute the pulpit committee. They shall seek eligible 
candidates, who will subscribe to the Articles of Faith of 
this church and uphold them before the congregation. They 
shall evaluate the spiritual needs of the local church and 
seek a pastor most fitting to meet these needs; (7) It shall 
be the responsibility of the Board of Deacons to oversee the 
office of the Pastor during a pastoral vacancy. 


Clause (D) The Board of Deacons shall interview and 
approve all paid staff members of Immanuel Baptist Church. 


Clause (E) A quorum of the Board of Deacons shall 
consist of one member more than half of the members of the 
Board. It shall make a report of its work at each annual 
meeting. The Board of Deacons shall have at least one 
meeting per month. 


Clause (F) All Deacons shall serve as the elected 
Trustees of the church. It shall be the duty of Trustees to 
handle legal matters. All actions of the Trustees are subject 
to the approval of the church. This clause is not designed 
to interfere with the normal functions of the Trustee Board, but 
is designed to safeguard the interests of the church in matters 
of major importance. They shall have the liberty to spend up 
to $250.00 in matters not pertaining to the present budget, and 
shall have liberty to spend within the framework of the present 
budget. 


Clause (G) The Deacons shall elect among themselves at 
the first Deacons' Meeting following the annual meeting, men 
to serve in the following positions on the Board of Deacons 
(The Deacon may serve as many years in the responsibilities 
in his elected term as the Board of Deacons permits): (1) 
Chairman. He will be in charge of Deacons' meetings and in 
charge of liaison. (2) Treasurer. One Deacon shall serve as 
Treasurer. This person may have authorization to appoint an 


assistant treasurer and financial secretary if desirable. He 


shall serve as the chairman of the budget committee. (3)Clerk 
One Deacon will keep all records pertaining to membership 
and business. (4) Business. One Deacon shall serve as 
Secretary in legal matters, deal with property maintenance and 
policy, and shall be responsible for the insurance program of 
all church properties. (5) Additional leadership assignments 
to aid in the efficient functioning of congregational life shall 


be made to the Deacons at their annual organizational meet- 
ing. . 


Clause (H) The Deacons shall maintain a benevolent 
fund (commonly known as the Deacons' Fund) to aid church - 
members and other persons of the CRUNGD family in case of 
financial difficulty. | 


Section IV - Staff (Called): 


Clause (A) All staff members, full time or part time, 
shall subscribe to the Articles of Faithof this church. 


Clause (B) All staff members shall be called at a special 
Or regular meeting of the church. Public notice of such 
action shall have been given from the pulpit two Sundays 
immediately preceding the date of the meeting, and a major- 
ity of the ballots cast shall be necessary for his call. 


Section V - Deaconess 


Clause (A) Two ladies shall be appointed yearly by the 
Deacons. These ladies will help in the preparation of the 
Lord's Supper and administration of the ordinance of bap- 
tism. They shall be active members (in accordance with 
the Church covenant) and will also be responsible to do 
hospital and shut-in calling. Their terms shall be three 
years and shall end alternately. Two consecutive terms 
ONLY may be served by a Deaconess. The minimum number 
of Deaconesses shall be six, or more, at the option of the 
Board of Deacons. 


ARTICLE VII - NOMINATING COMMITTEES 


Clause (A) The congregation shall serve as the nomin- 
ating committee. 


Clause (B) Six weeks prior to its Annual Meeting the 
active membership of the church shall receive a list of its 
male members, age 21 and older, who have been active 
members (in accordance with the Church Covenant) for the 
period of at least one year. From this list every member in 
good standing, 16 years or older, may nominate three men 
for the office of Deacon. These names must be returned to 
the church by the Third Sunday in December. 


Clause (C) The six men receiving the highest number of 
nominations, who agree to serve and will subscribe to the 
Articles of Faith, shall then form the slate for election to the 
office of Deacon. A minimum of three men shall be elected. 
No more may be elected than would make a complement of 
nine Deacons, unless the church takes action to increase 
the Board's number. 


Clause (D) The church charges the Pastor and Deacons 
to remove any nominee from the list if they deem it necess- 
ary for the welfare of the Lord's work in the church. 


Clause (E) To fill a vacancy the church will vote on 
nominees made by the Deacons, as is prescribed in Article 
VI, Section III, Clause (A). 


ARTICLE VIII - SUBSIDIARY ORGANIZATIONS 


Clause (A) No subsidiary organization of this church . 
shall engage in any practice or policy contrary to the general 
position of the church itself. 


Clause (B) All regular officers of subsidiary organiza- 
tions shall be members of this church. The use of teachers 
and leaders who are not members of this church must be 
approved by the Board of Deacons. 


Clause (C) Individuals and organizations who are sup- 
ported by the Immanual Baptist Church must subscribe to a 
Statement of Faith which is in agreement with the Articles 
of Faith of this local church. This basic agreement is to 
be determined by the Pastor and Board of Deacons. 


ARTICLE IX - DECLARATION OF FAITH 


Clause (A) The Articles of Faith attached to this consti- 
tution shall be known as the Immanuel Baptist Declaration of 
Paith and shall be the Confession of Faith of this church, 


Clause (B) This church may, when desirable, approve 
other Confessions of Faith, provided they be in harmony with 
the Confession of Clause (A) of this section. 


Clause (C) The Church Covenant shall be a part of the 
Constitution. 


ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS 


Clause (A) This constitution may be amended at a regular 
business meeting by a two/thirds vote of the members present 
provided notice of proposed amendment shall have been given 
in writing at a previous regular business meeting or in the 
church bulletin. 


ARTICLE XI - CHURCH OPERATION: 


Clause (A) Final authority in all matters pertaining to 
church operation and policy shall be vested and remain inthe 
active church membership, with each member personally re- 
sponsible to uphold the Word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 


II 


Lit 


ARTICLES OF FAITH 


THE SCRIPTURES 

We believe in the authority and sufficiency of the 
Holy Bible, consisting of the sixty-six books of the 
Old and New Testaments, as originally written; that 

it was verbally and plenarily inspired and is the pro- 
duct of Spirit-controlled men, and therefore is in- 
fallible and inerrant in all matters of which it speaks. 


We believe the Bible to be the true center of Christian 
unity and the supreme standard by which all human 
conduct, creed, and opinions shall be tried (2 Tim. 
a2) Goileses 2uPat 712} 9=71)'. 


THE TRUE GOD 

We believe there is one and only one living and true 
God, an infinite Spirit, the Maker and supreme Ruler 
of heaven and earth, inexpressible glorious in holi- 
ness, and worthy of all possible honor, confidence 
and love, that in the unity of the Godhead there are 
three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, 
equal in every divine perfection, and executing dis- 
tinct but harmonious offices in the great work of 
redemption (Exodus 20:2,3; I Corinthians 8:6; 
Revelation 4:11; 1 John 5:7.) 


THE HOLY SPIRIT 


We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine person, 
equal with God the Father and God the Son and of the 
same nature; that He was active in creation, that in 
His relation to the unbelieving world He restrains 

the evil one until God's purpose is fulfilled; that He 
convicts of sin, of righteousness and of judgment; 
that He bears witness to the truth of the Gospel in 
preaching and testimony; that He is the Agent in the 
new birth; that He seals, endues, guides, teaches, 
witnesses, sanctifies and helps the believer. We 
believe that some of the gifts of the Spirit. were sign 
gifts for the apostolic age and ceased being operative 
with the completion of the canon of Scripture. 

(John 14:16; Matt. 28:19; Heb. 9:14; John 14:26; Luke 
1:35; Gen. 1:1-3; John 16:8-11; Acts 5:30-32; John 
SeOweOe Gon ols) 3) 47. Mark 1:38; John.1:33; Acts 


IV 


VII 


VIII 


11:16; Luke 24:49; Rom. 8:14, 16, 26, 27). 


THE DEVIL OR SATAN 

We believe in the reality and personality of Satan, the 
Devil; and that he was created by God as an angel but 
through pride and rebellion became the enemy of his 
Creator; that he became the unholy god of this age and 
the ruler of all the powers of darkness and is destined to 
the judgment of an eternal justice in the lake of fire 
(Matt. 4:1-11; 2 Cor. 4:4; Rev. 20:10). 


CREATION 

We believe the Biblical account of the creation of the 
physical universe, angels, and man; that this account is 
neither allegory nor myth, buta literal, historical account 
of the direct, immediate creative acts of God without any 
evolutionary process; that man was created by a direct 
work of God and not from previously existing forms of 
life; and that all men are descended from the historical 
Adam and Eve, first parents of the entire human race 
(Gens F, 22"Col. E16) 17. Joun 123). 


THE FALL OF MAN_ 

We believe that man was created in innocence (in the 
image and likeness of God) under the law of his Maker, 
but by voluntary transgression Adam fell from his sinless 
and happy state, and all men sinned in him, in conse- 
quence of which all men are totally depraved, are par- 
takers of Adam's fallen nature, and are sinners by nature 
and by conduct, and therefore are under just condemnation 
without defense or excuse (Gen. 3:1-6; Rom. 3:10-19; 
Sel7, tort io ere 


THE VIRGIN BIRTH 

We believe that Jesus was begotten of the Holy Spirit in 

a miraculous manner, born of Mary, a virgin, as no other 
man was ever born or can be born of woman, and that He 

is both the Son of God and God, the Son (Gen. 3:15; 

Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:35; John 1:4). 


SALVATION | 

We believe that the salvation of sinners is divinely initi- 
ated and wholly of grace through the mediatorial offices 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Who, by the appoint- 
ment of the Father, voluntarily took upon Himself our 
nature, yet without sin, and honored the divine law by His 


personal obedience, thus qualifying Himself to be our 
Savior; that by the shedding of His blood in His death He 
fully satisfied the just demands of a holy and righteous 
God regarding sin; that His sacrifice consisted not in set- 
ting us an example by His death as a martyr, but was a 
voluntary substitution of Himself in the sinner's place, 
the just dying for the unjust, Christ the Lord bearing our 
sins in His own body on the tree; that having risen from 
the dead He is now enthroned in Heaven, and uniting in 
His wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with di- 
vine perfection, He is in every way qualified to be a suit- 
able, a compassionate and an all-sufficient Savior. 

We believe that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the only 
condition of salvation. Repentance is a change of mind 
and purpose toward God prompted by the Holy Spirit and 

is an integral part of saving faith (Jonah 2:9; Eph. 2:8; 
Botseunel Rony, 29224...255 Jonn: 321 6:4Matt..L8-bhs Path, 
ete, Osi Heb. 2: L4-1/3.1say 5324-73 I Johns4:10: I-Cor: 
Peete OGet5o 2d 1 bet a2224) 


RESURRECTION AND PRIES THOOD OF CHRIST 

We believe in the bodily resurrection of Christ and in His 
ascension into Heaven, where He now sits at the right 
hand of the Father as our High Priest interceding for us 
(Matt. 28:6, 7; Luke 24:39; John 20:27; I Cor. 15:4; Mark 
ihebsLuke.24°2-6... 51° Acts.1:9-ll> Rev. 3:21: Heb. 8:6: 
Peta S20 i. 225 %s blonde: eae bewes keno oe Oe 


GRACE AND THE NEW BIRTH 

We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be bom 
again; that the new birth is a new creation in Christ Jesus 
that it is instantaneous and not a process; that in the new 
birth the one dead in trepasses and in sins is made a par- 
taker of the divine nature and receives eternal life, the 
free gift of God; that the new creation is brought about by 
our sovereign God in a manner above our comprehension, 
solely by the power of the Holy Spirit in connection with 
divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the 
gospel; that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits 
of repentance, faith and newness of proper evidence 
appears in the holy fruits of repentance, faith and newness 
prices Onna O6620Gor apts John Sale,ActsoL6:20-33> 
Od Sale Ry tty 2A Obi a? bn Si Ae Oni ide) ai 2?) Be 
John 3:8). 
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XITI 


XIV 


JUSTIFICATION 

We believe that justification is that judical act of God 
whereby He declares the believer righteous upon the basis 
of the imputed righteousness of Christ; that it is bestowed 
not in consideration of any works of righteousness which 
we have done, but solely through faith in the Redeemer's 
shed blood (Rom. 3:24; 4:5; 5:1, 9; Gal. 2:16; Phil. 3:9). 


SAN CTIFICATION _ 


We believe that sanctification is the divine setting apart 
of the believer unto God accomplished in a threefold man- 
ner; first, an eternal act of God, based upon redemption 
in Christ, establishing the believer in a position of holi- 
ness at the moment he trusts the Savior; second, a con- 
tinuing process in the saint as the Holy Spirit applies the 
Word of God to the life; third, the final accomplishment 
of this process at the Lord's return (Heb. 10:10-14; 3:1; 
John 17:17; 2 Cor. 3:18; I Cor. 1:30; Eph. 5:25-27; 

I’ Thess. 4:3 524: 5:23 7 247-8 John :2;/Juder2 4, 2 eee 
22sT by, 


THE SECURITY OF THE SAINTS 

We believe that all who are truly bor again are kept by 
God the Father for Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:6; John 10:28, 29; 
Rom. 8:35-39; Jude 1). 


THE CHURCH 

We believe that a local church is an organized congrega- 
tion of immersed believers associated by covenant of 
faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the ordi- 
nances of Christ; governed by His laws; and exercising 
the gifts, rights and privileges invested in them by His 
Word; that its officers are pastors and deacons, whose 
qualifications, claims and duties are clearly defined in 
the Scriptures. We believe that the true mission of the 
church is the faithful witnessing of Christ to all men as 
we have opportunity. We hold that the local church has 
the absolute right of self-government free from the inter- 
ference of any hierarchy of individuals or organizations; 
and that the one and only Superintendent is Christ through 
the Holy Spirit; that it is Scriptural for true churches to 
cooperate with each other in contending for the faith and 
for the furtherance of the gospel; that each local church is 
the sole judge of the measure and method of its coopera- 
tion, that on all matters of membership, of polity, of 
government, of discipline, of benevolence, the will of the 
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local church is final (I Cor. 11:2; Acts 20:17-28; I Tim. 
3:1-13; Acts 2:41, 42). 

We believe in the unity of all New Testament believers 

in the Church which is the Body of Christ (I Cor. 12:12,13; 
Bote eee sol al ter 22 9°. Col 1 Lo? ACTS 1 5*1o-— 
18). 


BAPTISM AND THE LORD'S SUPPER 

We believe that Christian baptism is the single immersion 
of a believer in water to show forth in a solemn and beau- 
tiful emblem our identification with the crucified, buried, 
and risen Savior, through Whom we died to sin and rose 
to a new life; that baptism is to be performed under the 
authority of the local church; and that it is prerequisite to 
the privileges of church membership. 

We believe that the Lord's Supper is the commemoration of 
His death until He come, and should be preceded always 
by solemn, self-examination. We believe that the Bibli- 
cal order of the ordinances is baptism first and then the 
Lord's Supper, and that participants in the Lord's Supper 
should be immersed believers (Acts 8:36, 38, 39; John 
B20, ROWS: Of o-OesNatly Ge. Oy Ol. 2iLewe COL. elasZonee: 
Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 2:41, 42). 


SEPARATION 

We believe in obedience to the Biblical commands to sep- 
arate ourselves unto God from worldliness and ecclesias- 
tical apostasy (2 Cor. 6:14 - 7:17 I Thess. 1:9, 10; 1 Tim. 
6:3-5; Rom. 16:17; 2 John 9-11). 


CIVIL GOVERN MENT 

We believe that civil govemment is of divine appointment 
for the interests and good order of human society; that 
magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored 
and obeyed, except in those things opposed to the will of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the only Lord of the con- 
science and the coming King of kings. We believe in the 
separation of church and state (Rom. 13:1-7; 2:Sam. 23:3; 
Poors eh bet nels 2ocos Matt... 222.21) Actseo +290; 4°19. 
oan =. 3:17. 18), 


ISRAEL 

We believe in the sovereign selection of Israel as God's 
eternal covenant people, that she is now dispersed be- 
cause of her disobedience and rejection of Christ, and 


XIX 


that she will be regathered in the Holy Land and, after the 
completion of the church, will be saved as a nation at the 
second advent of Christ (Gen. 13:14-17; Rom. 11:1-32; 
Ezakars 7). 


RAPTURE AND SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

We believe in the premillennial return of Christ, an event 
which can occur at any moment, and that at that moment 
the dead in Christ shall be raised in glorified bodies, and 
the living in Christ shall be given glorified bodies without 
tasting death, and all shall be caught up to meet the Lord 
in the air before the seven years of the Tribulation (I Thes. 
4:13-18; I Cor. 15:42-44, 51-54; Phil. 3:20, 21; Rev. 
S7LO). 

We believe that the Tribulation, which follows the rapture 
of the Church, will be culminated by the revelation of 
Christ in power and great glory to sit upon the throne of 
David and to establish the millennial kingdom (Dan. 9:25- 
21 Matt. .24:29-31: Luke.1:30-33; [sa..9:6 7; 11> bea 
Acts 2:29, 30; Rev. 20:1-4, 6). 


THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED 

We believe that there is a radical and essential difference 
between the righteous and the wicked; that only those who 
are justified by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and sancti- 
fied by the Spirit of our God are truly righteous in His es- 
teem; while all such as continue in impenitence and unbe- 
lief are in His sight wicked and under the curse; and this 
distinction holds among men both in and after death, in the 
everlasting conscious suffering of the lost in the lake of 
fire (Mal. 3:18; Gen. 18:23; Rom. 6:17, 18; I John 5:19; 
Rom... 7:367.6:23; Prov « 14:32: Luke 16:25; Matt.«25:44—400 
John 8:21; Rev. 20:14, 15). 
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